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Naples -- Bogotá, Colombia will be home to the new branch office of Engineering Support International, Inc. (ESI), President Michael Clough announced today.  ESI  Colombia S.A. has engineers and CAD drafters to perform work for engineering and other firms in the United States through the main office in Naples, Fla.  The Bogotá office is the first branch office of the parent company.  Gustavo Buitrago, P.E. is vice president of the Bogotá, Colombia office and will manage office operations.
“With the opening of this office, we have made permanent our relationship with the people in Colombia who have worked on our projects in the past,” said Michael Clough, P.E.  “The people we have found are very talented and bring strong backgrounds in drafting, 3D modeling, engineering and architecture to our team.  We are looking forward to continuing to provide quality work on tight schedules while expanding our customer base.”

Gustavo Buitrago, P.E. is registered as a professional engineer in Florida and has a strong background in water system hydraulic modeling, leak reduction programs and water main design.  He most recently worked with Aquazul, the water company providing potable water to Bogotá, Colombia, a city of 7,000,000 people.  He was assistant director for a rehabilitation and betterment project for one of the sectors of the city. He also has experience with the siting, drilling and equipping of municipal groundwater wells. 
Other staff at ESI Colombia include engineers Agustín Clavijo, with experience in structural design and computer drafting and design and Sandra Parrado, a recent graduate from university with experience in utility design.  Other professionals with backgrounds in GIS, architecture, CAD drafting, 3D modeling of buildings and structures, computer walkthrough visualizations of projects and other disciplines can quickly be added as project needs dictate.  
“There is a shortage of quality engineers and CAD drafters in the United States and especially in southwestern Florida,” stated ESI President Michael Clough.  “Instead of delaying delivery of product or turning down work, many tasks, especially CAD, can be subcontracted to ESI for quick turnaround.  From my 25 years of experience in consulting engineering, I estimate that 25% of CAD, engineering technician and junior engineering work can be easily outsourced, without “babysitting” the outsourcing firm, if the right firm is chosen.   We utilize AutoCAD 2007 and Civil 3D for our CAD drafting, so the work is done with the latest technology be people who have experience in the type of projects that we are doing, unlike many other offshore drafting firms.  ESI offers the best combination of low cost, high standards, commitment to deadlines and experience with the type of work that United States engineering firms are producing.”  
Offshoring CAD drafting and engineering services is a growing trend, with many of the major engineering firms establishing offices around the world.  ESI provides a way that smaller firms can take advantage of that trend, by providing timely, quality, low-cost work without the time and expense of opening their own office.  

Engineering Support International, Inc. is a local engineering firm that provides CAD drafting, engineering technician, engineering and architect support to firms in Southwest Florida as well as across the United States. 
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